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Sing And Sleigh A
Roaring Success

Please Attend Our Next

University Park Community
Council’s General Meeting
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 • 6:30 p.m.
University Park Elementary Auditorium
It is open to all neighbors.
• 6:30-7 p.m. — Social Time with Neighbors and time to talk with UPCC
board members about volunteer opportunities and neighborhood questions.
• 7-7:05 p.m. — UPCC Meeting — Welcome from Traci Samaras, UPCC
Please visit our newly updated website www.upcc.us for announcements and
important neighborhood information.
• 7:05-7:25 p.m. — Preventing Personal Fraud —
Maro Casparian, Director of Consumer Protection with the Denver DA Office
• 7:25-8:15 p.m. — Historic Denver Presentation & Questions
John Olson and Becca Dierschow, Historic Denver
Our meeting is supposed to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. per University Park Elementary
School request. We are doing our best to adhere to this commitment, so some
comments/questions may have to be postponed until after the meeting adjourns.

The
annual Sing
and Sleigh
event was a
roaring
success.
Thank you
to everyone
who came
out to
participate,
as well as
special thanks to those involved in the
planning! Our special thanks go out to
Traci Samaras, Ryan Zorn, John Rogala,
Wes Sjaardema, Vaughan Kendall,
Steven Hick, Rosemary Stoffel, Debbie
Harrington, Phyllis Ward, Ann
Garfinkel and Megan Bettinger for their
help in making sure the event went off
without a hitch(ing post)!

Interested In The
History Of
University Park?
Please come to a presentation by
Historic Denver prepared specifically
for our neighborhood. Learn about the
history of University Park, the ins and
outs of preserving the character of our,
and other, historic neighborhoods, and
common misconceptions about what
preservation means.
Are you interested in learning more
about the University Park’s history, and
getting involved in ways of recognizing
our unique architectural history? If so,
please contact Legacy and Historic
Preservation chair Rosemary Stoffel at
rosemary.stoffel@gmail.com or
303-692-9197.

Prairie Park Concert A Gem

Diana
and
John
Helper
sing a
duet.

I have always reveled in being from
Colorado, but on a cold night in
November I learned that my first love
of the land was the prairie. Capturing
the magic of a full open sky, harshness
of human life, the grace beyond words,
and the elegant beauty of the prairie,
Diana Helper designed and performed a
thoughtful and moving program of
western songs and original poetry along
with her friends John Helper, Eileen
Abbattista and Vern Beebe.
In the historic carriage house at
Fitzroy Place/Iliff Mansion (now
Accelerated Schools), over 20
neighbors and friends gathered for the
evening. The concert raised funds for
the interpretive Prairie Park sign fund
to match the $4,000 being contributed
by City Councilman Charlie Brown’s
office.
The evening also included an auction
and with donations and ticket sales
nearly $1,300 was added to the fund.
Also, thank you to the University Park’s
Mom’s Club for their generous donation
to the sign.
If you would like to contribute to the
Prairie Park Sign Fund, please visit

www.upcc.us or mail a check to UPCC,
PO Box 102407, Denver, 80250.
— Janet Bardwell

Do you love reading the UPWords?
The UPCC needs a new editor to
keep the UPWords going strong. It
produces five editions each year, and
takes a few hours of your time each
month. We can only keep these
productions going strong with the
help of volunteers. Please consider
and contact Traci for more details.

CORRECTION

PRAIRIE GRASS
Think back, far as ever you can,
way before “the West” began,
before even the earliest man,
and now think back —
before the deer
and antelope had begun to appear.
even dinosaurs weren’t yet here!
In the quiet,
without any thundering herds,
in the silence,
without any chirping birds,
Shh! Grass grew in the prairie...
before there were words.
— Diana Chapin Helper
November 2014
From the collection “4 Prairie Poems
to Ponder” (including “Prairie Wild
Life,” “Prairie Sky,” and “Prairie
Cowboy.”)

The previous edition of UpWords
failed to list the author of the
wonderful article we had on Dorothy
Lagger’s life and experiences. The
article was written by Carleen Thom.
Our apologies for the omission, and
warmest thanks go out to her for her
excellent contribution.
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The Artistic Moshinsky Family
by David Wrangham
In 1976, in connection with
America’s bicentennial celebration, the
Moshinsky family designed and
installed a mosaic on the front of the
family’s art gallery. Measuring seven feet
tall, and nearly 35 feet wide, the mosaic
was the family’s way of saying thank
you to the country that had welcomed
them after they arrived as refugees,
fleeing the chaos of post WWII Europe.
When the mosaic was finished, the
family dedicated it with the following
words:
This mosaic mural was conceived,
designed and executed by Volodymyr,
Xenia, and George Moshinsky as a
tribute to all immigrants in search of
a better future, starting with pilgrim
fathers and up till now for our 200th
celebration as a free country.
The Moshinsky Art Gallery, located
on University Blvd. between Harvard
Ave. and Wesley Ave., will be torn
down in the coming months to make
way for a high-end apartment complex.
I began by trying to save the mosaic.
Unfortunately, after speaking with
artists, curators, architects and gallery
owners, I am now convinced that the
mosaic cannot be saved. The cost for
the effective removal of the wall, and its
installation somewhere new, could
easily run into six figures, and although
the mosaic is beautiful, I honestly
believe that such a large amount of

money would be better spent elsewhere.
It was while I was researching the
mosaic, however, that I became
intrigued by the Moshinsky family
themselves.
Like most people these days, when I
was curious about the lives of these
people, I pulled out my computer and
started to Google. What I found has
given me insight into how we are
remembered after we are gone, and
also, a new and profound appreciation
for the Internet age. Let me explain,
one Moshinsky at a time:
Volodymyr Moshinsky was an artist,
and it seems probable that his passion
for art would go a long way toward
inspiring his children, George and
Xenia, to follow in his pursuits. He
appears to have been quite a successful

artist, with eight different newspaper
articles about his work between 1969
and 1984. In addition, it is still possible
to purchase a photo taken for The
Denver Post of George, Xenia and
“Volod” in their art gallery. The title
proclaims them “The Artistic
Moshinsky Family.” He was born, and
most likely died, before the Internet,
and without tracking down physical
copies of the newspaper articles,
nothing more can be learned about this
man.
George Moshinsky was born January
28, 1929, in Ismail, Ukraine. The family
immigrated to Montreal as refugees
after World War II, and in 1964 they
moved to Denver, Colo. He was a
member of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Continued on page 4

The Artistic Moshinsky Family
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Church and various organizations,
including the Rotary Club and the
Masonic Lodge. During his life he was
an artist, author, translator and
publicist. He died March 21, 2014, at
the age of 85. As a local business
owner, his name and occupation appear
on hundreds of different websites, but
only one website gave the personal
information that has been included
here: his obituary. One hundred years
from now, curious future newsletter
writers will still have access to the same
barebones facts, but I imagine those
will do very little to reveal the
personality of this man, so long gone by
that time.
And this brings us to Xenia, for the
truth is that I now know quite a lot
about Xenia. Her involvement in local
and international charities, her passion
for life and her community, these are
things that have left indelible marks on
the people around her, and on the
Internet. Hundreds, even thousands of
years from now, people will be able to
look back on this charming and
passionate woman, and be given the
opportunity to get to know her all over
again.
Xenia, also called Oksana, had a zest
for life, whether she was authoring
books on Ukrainian Embroidery,
playing her bandura (Ukrainian folk
instrument), or simply growing an 8
1/2 lb. gourd named “Gourdo” that
would get her picture into at least six
newspapers in 1975. She helped out at
the family art gallery, and also worked
full-time in an advertising agency. She
was the Chairperson for the Scholarship
Fund of the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America. She played
her music at the Renaissance Festival
for over 25 years, and recorded a CD
you can purchase on iTunes of
traditional Ukrainian melodies. She
even had a Facebook page.
Her life, and her passing on October
30, 2012, was memorialized by many of
those who knew her. As her friend
Nadja wrote on the Colorado Ukrainian
Language and Culture Group message
board, “She was an artist, herbalist,
weaver of kilims, embroidered and
taught embroidery… all of this in a
modest and dignified way… Her

bandura is silent now, but someday
someone else will bring it to life and
Oksana will be smiling from her
newfound home with the angels.”
Soon the Moshinsky Gallery will be
torn down, and the mosaic that adorns
the front of the building will go with it.
When we die, most of us will not leave
many physical traces, and those that we
do leave are likely to fade as the years
roll on. I am sure that Volodymyr and
George were also wonderful, loving
people in their own right, but the
knowledge of who they were will
remain only with the few who knew
them. How wonderful then, that at least
a part of Xenia’s life has been
immortalized for the rest of us. How
nice to think that no one need ever be
entirely forgotten again.

Looking For
Purple Pages
Editor And
Volunteers
The Purple Pages, University Park’s
neighborhood directory, is published
each year. We are looking for a new
editor and volunteers interested in
being on the Purple Pages committee.
The committee identifies and solicits
advertising, reviews the directory
contents, coordinates all aspects of
publication, and other details of
producing the directory. The
committee will start meeting in May
and the work concludes in August.
If you are interested, please call
303-756-4212 or email, pp@upcc.us.

Block Captains — Latest Update
As you know our UPWords is one of
our methods of communicating in our
neighborhood. Here are some stunning
numbers:
2,130 — approximate number of issues
delivered five times a year
122 — number of blocks in our
neighborhood
96 — number of block captains
delivering door-to-door
26 — number of block captains
delivering to one or two extra blocks
5 — area coordinators delivering to the
block captains
Thanks to the amazing help of all
these volunteers plus those who write
for and edit the issues and those who
meet to count, label and paperclip
bundles to be delivered to the five area
coordinators, we’re able to get this done
five times a year. Though not a
volunteer, even our printer used to live
in our ’hood!! Pretty cool!!
I invite you to join this wonder team.
Below are the blocks needing captains
who live on that block (currently
covered by other block captains). If you
live on one of the following or know
someone who does, please contact me
at Phyllis_wrd@yahoo.com or
areacoord@upcc.us.
Thanks to Ed and Gretchen Hawley
who delivered their block for many
years and to the Heberts for taking over.
P.S. No one is currently retiring or

unhappy with their extra block(s), just
that it would be IDEAL if each block
had its own captain from that block.
1900 S. Josephine
2000 S. Josephine
2100 S. Josephine
2300 S. Columbine
2800 E. Colorado
2900 E. Colorado
3200 E. Colorado
1800 S. St. Paul
1900 S. St. Paul
1800 S. Adams
1800 S. Cook
1900 S. Cook
1800 S. Madison
2000 S. Madison
2500 S. Monroe
2300 S. Garfield
2500 S. Garfield
2600 S. Garfield
2600 S. Garfield Way
2600 S Garfield Circle
2100 S. Jackson
2300 S. Jackson
3700 E. Wesley
2100 S. St. Paul
2300 S. St. Paul
2600 S. Fillmore
2600 S. St. Paul
2500 S. Cook
Thanks for giving this serious
consideration.
— Phyllis Ward
Distribution, UPWords

